
 

St. Ambrose University  •  Davenport, IA 
 
 
Wednesday, April 11th 
 
8-9 a.m.  Check-In / Coffee (Rogalski Center Ballroom) 
 
9-9:45 a.m. Keynote: “Touching Dreams,” Rebecca Dawson, Owner, SIS International Shop 

– Fair Trade (Rogalski Center Ballroom) 
 
10-10:45 a.m. “The Moon Is More Reliable Than Electricity: A Provocation for Makers and 

Thinkers Concerning Technology and Our Shared Human Condition,” Vickie 
R. Phipps, Assistant Professor of Art, Augustana College (Rogalski Center 
Ballroom) 

 
11 -11:45 p.m. “Art on the Road,” Anita Jung, Professor of Intaglio & Print Media, University 

of Iowa (Rogalski Center Ballroom) 
 
12-1 p.m.  Lunch on your own (Wednesday presenters provided lunch in Cosgrove) 
 
1-1:45 p.m. “Making Ambrose in the Midwest: Community and the Patron’s Portrait,” 

Ethan Gannaway, St. Ambrose University (Rogalski Center Ballroom) 
 
2-3:15 p.m. Workshop: “Six Degrees of Collaboration: Illuminating Connections of Our 

Human Experience,” Kathryn Anderson, Associate Professor of Art, St. 
Ambrose University (Galvin 12) 

 
 
Thursday, April 12th 
 
8-9 a.m.  Check-In / Coffee (Galvin Lobby) 
 
9-9:45 a.m. “The Globalized American Art School,” Michael Perrone, Assistant Professor of 

Painting, Virginia Commonwealth University (VCUarts) – Qatar (Galvin 131) 
 
10-10:45 a.m. “Lived-Environment Aesthetics After Efficiency,” Daniel Feinberg, Assistant 

Professor of Design and Sculpture, Berea College (Galvin 131) 
 



11 a.m.-12:15 p.m. “Making Better & Lasting Connections” Arun Pillutla, Padmaja Pillutla, Grace 
Su (Galvin 131) 

 
12:15-1 p.m.  Lunch on your own (Thursday presenters provided lunch in Cosgrove) 
 
1-3 p.m. Drop-In Workshop: “World’s Fair” Printmaking Open House – Drop in and 

make a FREE poster + t-shirt! Bring your own shirt or get an up-cycled one 
from us (limited sizes and quantity available). (Galvin 2: Lower Level 
Printmaking Studio) 

 
1:30-3 p.m. Drop-In Workshop: “Viable Living Supply Company: We Put the Sweat in 

Sweatshop!” The Moving Crew. (Catich Gallery) 
 
4-5 p.m.  The Moving Crew Q&A (Galvin 131) 
 
5-7 p.m.  The Moving Crew Reception (Catich Gallery) 

 
 

Presenter Abstracts 
Sequenced in order of presentation: 

 
 
Touching Dreams 
Rebecca Dawson, SiS International Shop – Fair Trade 
www.sisshops.com 
 
Sharing the stories of the hopes & dreams of the women of our Fair Trade world and the impacts that 
our choices can make in their lives. 
 
SiS (Sisters in Spirit) was inspired through time spent in India for several years and the experiences of 
witnessing the strength and spirit of unending hopes and dreams. SiS opened in 2007 in southeast 
Alabama before locating in Davenport, Iowa in 2010. I consider myself a Quad City gal – graduated from 
Davenport Central – but grew up a military brat (went to 8 different schools by the time I was in 6th 
grade!) before finally coming back to Iowa. 
 
 
Art on the Road 
Anita Jung, Professor, University of Iowa 
 
Art on the road has been a longtime premise serving both wanderlust and passion for art making. Over 
the past decade Anita has had a great deal of opportunities to travel and explore the possibilities of 
making art on the road. Since 2006, she has traveled and led 7 study abroad programs. The notion of the 
fluid art studio has become an integral part of her travel. How do contemporary artists document their 
travel experiences?  This panel will present and discuss such examples. 
 
Anita Jung is a professor at the University of Iowa. She previously taught printmaking, drawing and 
installation courses at Illinois State University, Ohio University and University of Tennessee. She received 



a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Arizona State University where she majored in painting + drawing. The 
Master of Fine Arts was awarded to her from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
 
 
The Globalized American Art School 
Michael Perrone, Assistant Professor of Painting, Virginia Commonwealth University (VCUarts) – Qatar 
 
Utilizing Skype, Catich Gallery Director Chris Reno and Michael Perrone will discuss Michael’s 
experiences in the globalized art education system. The recent development of major American 
universities transplanting to the Middle East and exporting their pedagogy will be explored both in the 
broader context of global politics as well as in Michael’s own everyday experience. 
 
Primarily working as a painter, Perrone’s practice has recently expanded to include relational aesthetics 
and experimental exhibitions. Through curating pop-up exhibits, organizing creative gatherings / film 
screenings and encouraging interactions through game play and video performance, Perrone hopes to 
share the creative process with the audience. Finding art in the everyday, and making art more accessible, 
are key themes. Recent projects include Home Improvements pop-up group exhibition at VCUarts Qatar 
(Dec. 2017), and The Vermont Allthing (Randolph, VT. July 2017). He has been teaching at VCUarts 
Qatar since 2013. 
 
 
Six Degrees of Collaboration: Illuminating Connections of Our Human Experience (Workshop) 
Kathryn Anderson, Associate Professor of Art, St. Ambrose University 
 
Human beings have the unique capacity to relate to and communicate with one another in a myriad of 
ways. One of our most evocative forms of communication is that of storytelling. Obviously stories can be 
told literally, with language, but those expressed through various forms of visual and performing arts are 
even more compelling. At the root of these stories are six basic ‘ingredients’: our five senses (taste, touch, 
sound, smell, and sight) and a ‘sixth sense’, our memory. Examining these six ingredients in a group 
dynamic, participants will share personal multi-sensory experiences with one another to collectively create 
an art object that is both unique and universal in scope and meaning. While this may sound mysterious, 
the activity itself is meant to encourage unexpected ways of perceiving oneself in relation to others 
through the creative arts. 
 
Kathryn Anderson is an Associate Professor of Art at St. Ambrose University and holds a Master of Fine 
Arts in Visual Communication–Illustration from the University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth. She 
teaches courses ranging from graphic design and fine art to multicultural crafts. Kathryn’s personal work 
and research often focuses on unearthing the hidden relationships of seemingly unrelated objects/subjects 
and the stories they are bound to tell. Her enigmatic ‘sculptural narratives’ combine traditional media with 
stitched paper, knitting, and forgotten or discarded cultural artifacts. 
 
 
Lived-Environment Aesthetics After Efficiency 
Daniel Feinberg, Assistant Professor of Design and Sculpture, Berea College 
 
After the arrival of Taylorism in the late 19th century, efficiency quickly became a philosophy that not 
only pervaded manufacturing, but also saturated daily life. The paradigm of efficiency shifted the way we 
understand the visual presence of maintenance labor, such as lawn mowing. This project looks at 



maintenance as a primary signifier of how much human-initiated actions have dictated the aesthetics of 
the lived environment. We will look at how increasingly efficient technological developments position 
these practices to visually disappear and, thus, allow the transparency of human interventions in the 
environment to become increasingly clouded. We will explore the implications of this disappearance, and 
how art practices can be used to provide a window into how we might cope and combat potential 
detriments of this transition. 
 
Daniel Feinberg is an Assistant Professor of Design and Sculpture at Berea College in Berea, Kentucky 
whose practice is a combination of installation and performance work. He completed his MFA in 
Sculpture and Intermedia and an MA in Philosophy from the University of Iowa, and his undergraduate 
work in Neuroscience from Vassar College. Feinberg's works strive to eliminate or confuse less obvious 
hierarchical indicators, from a reliance on metaphor to one’s perceived efficiency. His projects often 
sacrifice their identity as art so people confront the works as a part of the fabric of their daily lives, rather 
than through an "otherness" that the lens of art often incites. 
 
 
Making Ambrose in the Midwest: Community and the Patron's Portrait 
Ethan Gannaway, Scholar in Residence History/Art History, St. Ambrose University 
 
This paper will explore how images of Saint Ambrose have been used in the past for specific purposes 
which have overemphasized certain characteristics and events in his life, often supporting community 
division.  It would end with a look at a few US (and thus considerably more recent) images of Ambrose, 
including those at SAU.  These latest images will demonstrate how an image of Ambrose can help 
encourage community. 
 
Dr. Gannaway teaches and researches interdisciplinary topics centered on the ancient world, using text 
and image to understand the past with emphasis on ancient Rome, particularly late antique Rome, and 
the transition from traditional Roman culture to medieval, Christian culture.  He specializes in St. 
Ambrose of Milan. 
 
 
The Moon Is More Reliable Than Electricity: A Provocation for Makers and Thinkers Concerning 
Technology and Our Shared Human Condition 
Vickie R. Phipps, Assistant Professor of Art, Augustana College 
 
Akwaaba! You are most welcome to this fast paced session with 100 provocations from around the globe 
including such locations as Poland, Germany, Japan, Ghana, Morocco, Senegal, The Netherlands, 
Bangladesh, Iran, Saudi Arabia, India, Ethiopia, Israel, Hill Valley and more.  
 
The provocations are not intended to impart knowledge but to serve as an invitation into “not knowing.” 
An invitation to embrace Histories and the multiplicities of this moment complete with contradictions, 
fictions, fantasies, the everyday, the sublime, systems, sexuality, spirituality, memory, dance, control, 
chance… While disparate in nature, the provocations will fundamentally be concerned with technology 
and our shared human condition as a lens for artists and designers to hopefully leverage in their own 
making and thinking. 
 
Vickie R Phipps is an Artist, Freelance Designer, and Assistant Professor of Art at Augustana College. 
Vickie has worked on projects with companies such as HGTV, Food Network, Travel Channel, Ford, 



GMC, Hershey’s, Sears, Paramount Pictures, Warner Brothers, Lowes, Home Depot, 3M, and Target. 
Most recently, Vickie has had the opportunity to travel and teach in several counties in a quest to 
encounter this thing called art and design on a global scale. 
 
 
Making Better & Lasting Connections 
Arun Pillutla, Professor of Management, St. Ambrose University 
Grace Su, Assistant Professor of Management, St. Ambrose University 
Padmaja Pillutla, Associate Professor of Finanace, Western Illinois University 
 
As business faculty, we want our students to learn such concepts as creative problem solving, being self-
aware, sense giving, and persuading coworkers. Our traditional techniques include to enable such student 
learning include lectures, role-play, self-reflection on own past experiences, and classroom discussion. The 
success rate of the techniques is low, and time and energy needed to learn is high. Being naturally action-
oriented, the techniques of the arts (e.g., sketching, playing music, acting), are potentially different than 
those we use. How do students master the arts? What typical methods does the master artist use to empower 
student learning? How might we incorporate the methods to teach business skills? We propose to learn 
from the artists and present our findings to help students make better & lasting connections! 
 
Arun Pillutla received his Ph.D. in Strategic Management from Washington State University and 
is a Professor of Management at St. Ambrose University. Grace Su received her Ph.D. in 
Strategic Management from the University of Illinois and is an Assistant Professor of 
Management at St. Ambrose University. Padmaja Pillutla received her Ph.D. degree in Finance 
from Washington State University and is an Associate Professor of Finance at Western 
Illinois University - Quad Cities. 
 
 
Viable Living Supply Company: "We put the Sweat in Sweatshop!" (Workshop) 
The Moving Crew 
www.themovingcrew.org 
 
At the Viable Living Supply Company we sell everything made everywhere. The products, services and 
experiences you consume everyday come from us or our subsidiaries around the globe. Visitors will tour 
our facility and rotate through three job stations: printing on fabric to make clothing products for the 
Viable Living Supply Catalog Global Clothing Line, supply crowd sourced ideas for our product 
innovation research and development team, or work in our word propagation laboratory greenhouse. 
	


