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Randy Richmond works as a photographic artist. Randy  
pursues several photographic projects subverting the 
photographic paradigm by converting silver-based materials 
to digital, as well as using imagery that began as pixels 
and transporting that imagery back in history to handmade 
cabinet cards and Van Dyke Brown prints. He utilizes this 
cross-pollination of photographic mediums like ingredients 
in a photographic cookbook to communicate concepts and 
observations. His interpretation of environmental issues has 
been the focus of special exhibits created for the Door County 
Land Trust, the Keeweenaw Land Trust, and the Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation. His work is in the permanent collections 
of The Center For Fine Art Photography in Fort Collins, 
Colorado, Kishwaukee College in Malta Illinois, and Project Art 
of the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics.

Field Books: Drawing + Land Stewardship Workshop
Katie Ries, Assistant Professor
St. Norbert College, De Pere, WI
www.whoshareswins.com

Learning to draw well involves learning to see differently and 
then lots of practice drawing. In the same way that we can 
teach drawing through iteration and low-risk assignments, 
so too can we encourage and develop a sense of land 
stewardship through observation and repetition.

This workshop will focus on the field book as an affordable tool 
to introduce, contextualize, and promote a vocabulary of urban 
land stewardship. The field book can help artists and designers 
turn their attention to their immediate land and encourage 
visual literacy and a practice of drawing for biologists, 
naturalists, and the curious. We will bind small field books and 
explore an edible perennials map of Davenport.

Katie Ries is an Assistant Professor of Art at St. Norbert 
College. A graduate of UT Knoxville (MFA) and Colorado 
College (BA), Ries makes drawings, prints, costumes, and 
objects to raise and answer humorous questions about land, 
labor, and community. She is the founder of the Land Scouts, 
an urban troop promoting land stewardship. Ries is currently 
working to design and build a pair of “sustainable fashion 
boots” appropriate for Wisconsin winters.

Effective Awareness in Sustainable Design
Sang-Duck Seo, Associate Professor
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Las Vegas, NV
www.seodesign1.com

Sustainability is a significant theme in human beings as we 
consider ethical manners in our modern society. Many profit 
and non-profit organizations have promoted awareness 
of needs, supports and ethics in the design fields. This 
presentation intends to raise a discourse on the issues of 
existing promotion design as how sustainability affects 
awareness in our community, society, education and culture. 
What type of visual communication methods would be more 
effective in delivery of awareness? As an educator, what 
should we be concerned about as far as disciplines within this 
subject matter? What is the responsibility of designers? What 
distinction is existing in successful design? The presentation 
will be discussed with some examples from case studies such 
as product design, package design and advertising.

Professor Sang-Duck Seo teaches Graphic Design & Media 
at University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV). Professor Seo has 
been named as “Lincy Professor of Art” honored by Lincy 
Foundation Institute in Nevada for outstanding teaching and 
research in pedagogical initiatives. His research interest is 
comprised of a variety of topics in design education and visual 
communication. He is currently pursuing Ph.D in HCI (Human 
Computer Interaction) at Iowa State University.

Thanks for your support!
We hope you enjoy the program.
~SAU ART DEPARTMENT
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THURSDAY, MARCH 27TH

12-1 p.m. Check-In (Galvin Hallway) / Coffee / The Drive Thru, Vickie Phipps (RM 131)

1-2:20 p.m.  Keynote: Maintaining the Individual as Consumption Nears Sustainability, John Fender (RM 131)

2:30-3:20 p.m. Minorities Among Minorities: A Story of Preserving Identity Through Art, Renee Meyer Ernst (RM 131)

3:30-4:20 p.m. Contemporary Van Dyke Printing Processes, Randy Richmond (RM 131)

4:30-5:45 p.m. Field Books: Drawing + Land Stewardship,  Katie Ries (RM 12) Workshop / Pre-registration required.

4-6 p.m.  Book Arts & Printmaking Studio Open House (Lower Galvin Art Wing) FREE prints & demos!

   Photo Portfolio Reviews, Ron Chappell (RM 139) Signup outside room 139. Drop-ins & observers are welcome.

Recommended Evening Event: Pecha Kucha Presentations, 6:30-8 p.m., Figge Art Museum, 225 West 2nd Street, Davenport, Iowa. 
Complimentary light appetizers start at 5:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 28TH

9-10 a.m. Check-In (Galvin Hallway) / Coffee / The Drive Thru, Vickie Phipps (RM 131)

10-10:50 a.m.  Nurturing Nature: The Conservation Efforts of Abbott H. Thayer, Roy R. Behrens (RM 131)

11-11:50 a.m.   Educate, Empower, and Share: Sustainable Visual Communication, Soo Hostetler (RM 131)

12-1:30 p.m. Lunch on Your Own

1:30-2:20 p.m. Effective Awareness in Sustainable Design, Sang-Duck Seo (RM 131)

2:30-3:20 p.m. Beehive Installation Project, Steve Banks, Dean Kugler, Terry Rathje (RM 131)

2:30-3:45 p.m.  Van Dyke Brown Printing, Randy Richmond (Meets in RM 139, moves downstairs to printmaking studio.) 

Workshop / Pre-registration required. Observers are welcome.

3:45-4 p.m. Closing Remarks & Thank You’s (RM 131)

Check out the Catich Gallery (art wing) and Morrissey Gallery (Galvin front entrance) between sessions!

As visual architects, artists & designers are responsible for creating and sustaining cultural 

ephemera. From materials and production to economics and ethics, there are many ways 

to transform and revolutionize our creative profession into a sustainable practice. What 

strategies can we use to become more ecological? How does our profession sustain social 

and ecological paradigms? What theories are taught in the classroom? How do we forge new 

paths in sustainability while retaining traditional customs? Opportunity exists behind each 

challenge; we must retool our approaches as society, industry, and the environment evolves. 

This symposium explores these issues from a variety of creative perspectives.

All events will be held in the east wing of the Galvin Fine Arts Center. Campus parking will be open during the event.
Workshops require advanced seat reservations due to space limitations, but spectators are welcome!

ST. AMBROSE UNIVERSITY | DAVENPORT, IA

SAU ART DEPARTMENT
sau.edu/Academic_Programs/Art

CONFERENCE WEBSITE
sauartdept.wordpress.com/conference

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
facebook.com/sauartdept

FOLLOW OUR BLOG
sauartdept.wordpress.com

Love what the SAU Art Department has to offer?

Show, and Tell...
Faculty Exhibition | April 9-25
Catich Gallery at St. Ambrose University

THURSDAY, APRIL 10TH, CATICH GALLERY
BROWNBAG TALK: 12-1 P.M.

OPENING RECEPTION: 5-7 P.M.

KATHRYN ANDERSON • CLEA FELIEN • JOSEPH LAPPIE
RENEE MEYER ERNST • KRISTIN QUINN
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Beehive Campus Installation Project
Steve Banks, Dean Kugler, Terry Rathje, Zaiga Thorson

The objective of our project is to make a series of driftwood 
and lumber ‘beehives’ (size ranges 6’-15’ tall) around campus 
out of found and reusable materials. The hives will be 
constructed over a two-day period. (Project is contingent on 
weather permitting.)

Steve Banks is a mixed media artist who earned his MFA from 
Florida State University. His work is an amalgam of different 
cultural influences (both past and Pop) and artistic movements. 
Steve teaches darkroom photography at Black Hawk College.

Dean Kugler earned his art degree from Western Illinois 
University. Dean’s work (both 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional) 
focuses primarily on the human form. To see Dean’s work, 
check out Red Box Designs: redboxdesign.org

Terry Rathje’s studio work spans the gamut of technology from 
improvised structures built from found materials to laser-cut 
furniture and portable dwellings. Terry earned his MFA from 
The University of Iowa and currently teaches graphic design at 
Western Illinois University.

Zaiga Thorson earned her MFA from Northern Illinois 
University. Thorson, who is also a mixed media artist, frequently 
works with natural forms and dynamic color interactions. Zaiga 
teaches graphic design, multiple levels of drawing, and 2-D 
design at Black Hawk College.

Nurturing Nature:
The Conservation Efforts of Abbott H. Thayer
Roy R. Behrens, Professor
University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, IA
www.uni.edu/artdept/behrens.html

American artist Abbott Handerson Thayer (1849-1921) grew up 
in the woods of New England. He was, as he liked to say, “bird 
crazy,” and spent much of his life studying the “concealing 
coloration” of animals, a subject that was later named 
“camouflage.” This slide-illustrated presentation describes 
his enchantment with nature, his transcendental spirituality, 
his zoological discoveries, and his efforts to preserve the wilds 
near Mount Monadnock in southwestern New Hampshire.

Roy R. Behrens is Professor of Art and Distinguished Scholar 
at the University of Northern Iowa. In addition to extensive 
work as a graphic designer, he has published seven books and 
hundreds of essays and articles on design-related subjects, 
most notably on the contribution of artists, designers and 
architects to camouflage. He has been interviewed on NPR, 
PBS on NOVA, IPTV, BBC Radio, Australian Public Radio, and in 
documentary films.

Photo Portfolio Reviews
Ron Chappell, Adjunct Instructor
St. Ambrose University, Davenport, IA

Photography continues to be a powerful and inspirational 
medium for expression. In today’s era of digital technology 
and social media, photography has evolved to take on new 
forms and functions. Participants are encouraged to drop in for 
informal portfolio reviews and share their latest methods using 
digital photo techniques. A signup sheet is available outside 
Galvin 139. Drop-ins and observers are welcome!

An adjunct instructor, Ron Chappell is immensely passionate 
about photography and engaging with the open minds of 
students. After a 34 year-long career of real world photography, 
he now combines his life experience of loading film into 
camera to applying many of the same rules of photography in 
this digital age. The difference is energizing. 

Minorities Among Minorities:
A Story of Preserving Identity Through Art
Renee Meyer Ernst, Assistant Professor
St. Ambrose University, Davenport, IA
www.reneemeyerernst.com

Establishing a sense of self can be difficult when one is born 
between cultures. As an international adoptee in a transracial 
family, Renee finds herself a minority—even among other 
minorities. This talk explores Renee’s adoption journey and 
how her creative profession has informed her identity.

Renee Meyer Ernst was born in Busan, South Korea and 
adopted to the U.S. at the age of three months. Inspired 
by her experiences as an adoptee, Renee’s personal work 
explores notions of forming and expressing identity within 
cross-cultural contexts. Renee completed a BA in Studio Art 
from the University of Northern Iowa, and an MFA in Graphic 
Design from Iowa State University. She is currently an Assistant 
Professor of Graphic Design at St. Ambrose University.

Maintaining the Individual as Consumption 
Nears Sustainability
John Fender, Associate Professor (Keynote Speaker)
Drake University, Des Moines, IA

The next generation of designers will be at the center of 
developing sustainability across a range of products and of 
the systems to deliver these products. Central to this are 
the communications technology being integrated into every 
aspect of daily life. This technology, in turn, generates large 
amounts of data which can be harnessed to direct innovation 
in the development of sustainable practices. But what is the 
logical end of these new practices? Where does the designer 
fit in a process driven by data? 

This presentation outlines current, and the proposed 
integration of new sustainable approaches in business 
practices, how new technology and data collection 
are influencing this process and the resulting role and 
responsibility of designers. The lecture will focus on the effect 
of consumer/user level data collection, and the effect new 
delivery systems will have on the design of products and 
supporting communications.

John Fender has taught on the faculty of the Drake University 
Department of Art and Design since 1999. He is head of the 
graphic design program and acts as the Design Director for 
the Anderson Gallery. He received a BFA in Design, a MA 
in Design and was awarded an MFA with Commendation in 
Design, all from The University of Iowa. Before coming to 
Drake, he taught courses in graphic design at the University of 
Iowa (1992 - 1995) and Morningside College (1995 - 1999). 

Fender has run a design consultancy and production office, 
under the moniker of Fender Design Office since 1995, which 
pursues a wide range of commercial design projects. His 
professional experience encompasses a variety of print-based 
productions, video graphics and web design. A combination 
of agency and freelance practice has allowed Fender to work 
with a diversity of clients primarily from small businesses and 
non-profit organizations. His studio work explores ideas of re-
purposing, re-cycling and re-claiming materials and ideas. 

The Drive Thru 
Vickie Phipps, Assistant Professor
Augustana College, Rock Island, IL
www.vickierphipps.com

The Drive Thru is a multi-layered performance event and art 
installation. A series of signs seek to frame conversation and 
invite reflection on our environment and culture. The event 
results in the production of a group-authored script generated 
by the participates at this location and will be combined with 
the responses from other Drive Thru events around the United 
States.

Vickie R. Phipps is an Assistant Professor of Art at Augustana 
College. She completed her MFA degree in studio arts at the 
University of Tennessee and her undergraduate work at Emory 
& Henry College in Virginia. She has over two decades of 
work experience in visual communications. Her current work 
is a mixture of unscripted performance and studio practice. 
At Augustana she teaches courses such as Graphic Design, 
Typography, 2D Design, Web Design, and Contemporary 
Issues in Graphic Design.

Educate, Empower and Share:
Sustainable Visual Communication 
Soo Hostetler, Associate Professor
University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, IA
www.uni.edu/artdept/hostetler.html

The purpose of this presentation is to provide an overview of 
a design course in which students learn to make metaphors of 
visual communication, utilizing complex tools of typography 
and motion to help raise awareness of sustainability. Student’s 
concern about environmental issues and the importance 
of their responsibility as a designer enable them to invent 
numerous ways to promote sustainability using informative 
and entertaining designs. It translates information into an 
inspirational message of environmental issues supported by 
the digital media.

Soo Hostetler is an Associate Professor at the University of 
Northern Iowa. She teaches graphic design such as Identity 
Systems Design, Motion Graphics, Web and Interactive Design, 
Interactive Visual Forms and Typography. Her research areas 
are focused on kinetic typography, motion graphics and Apps 
development.

Lecture & Workshop
Randy Richmond, Adjunct Instructor
St. Ambrose University, Davenport, IA
www.otherography.com

Van Dyke Brown Printing Processes
My art-making is closely tied to sustainability both in concept 
and practice. By hybridizing the latest in digital technology 
with a 150 year old photographic process I am able to create 
photographs with the depth of detail and tonal range of 
large format analog photography, but in a much more health- 
and environment-friendly way. The creation of the work is 
also sustainable because I mix my emulsion from individual 
chemical components and coat watercolor paper by hand. By 
doing so, I am not dependent on the manufacture of needed 
photographic materials. My lecture will explain the Van Dyke 
brown photographic process from chemicals used to printing.

Van Dyke Brown Print Workshop
This workshop will show the creation of a Van Dyke brown 
print. A digital negative made during the workshop will be 
used. Sustainability will be demonstrated through the use of 
the sun as the paper exposure source, followed by distilled 
water to activate the chemically treated paper. Although a 
toning and a fixing bath are part of the process, the use of 
a bucket lined with steel wool will be used to neutralize the 
residual silver and used selenium.


